
Strengthening the Shield: Navigating the 2026 NCSC Cyber 
Security Updates 

As the digital landscape evolves, the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) has 
introduced a series of strategic updates designed to transition businesses from basic 
protection to true Cyber Resilience. For clients of Nubis 365, these changes represent a 
significant shift in how networking equipment, cloud services, and employee access are 
governed. 

The Move Toward "Resilience by Design" 

The NCSC is moving beyond simple antivirus and firewall checklists. The new 2026 
framework emphasizes the "Prepare, Respond, Recover" cycle. This means businesses must 
not only prevent attacks but prove they can maintain operations during an active breach. 

Key areas of focus include: 

• Infrastructure Hardening: Networking equipment must now meet higher encryption 
standards to defend against sophisticated "Man-in-the-Middle" attacks. 

• Cloud Interconnectivity: With the rise of hybrid work, the NCSC is tightening 
guidelines on how Microsoft 365 environments interact with local servers, 
specifically regarding Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA). 

Major Changes to Cyber Essentials & IASME 

The Cyber Essentials scheme, overseen by IASME, has undergone its most rigorous update 
to date. These changes specifically target the "holes" often left by legacy software and 
unmanaged devices: 

• Zero-Trust Architecture: The NCSC now strongly recommends a "Zero-Trust" 
approach, meaning that even internal network traffic (like those between your SBS 
server and workstations) must be verified. 
 

• Legacy Software Deadlines: Support for older versions of Microsoft Windows 
Server and Sage is being phased out of compliance eligibility. Operating on 
unsupported software now constitutes an automatic failure of Cyber Essentials 
certification. 
 

• Bring Your Own Device (BYOD): New requirements mandate that any personal 
device used to access company data—even just for emails—must be part of a formal 
Mobile Device Management (MDM) strategy. 

How Nubis 365 Protects Your Business 

At Nubis 365, we translate these high-level NCSC alerts into technical reality. Whether it is 
ensuring your DNS and IPv6 configurations are correctly identified to avoid authentication 



"flaps" or automating the relinking of SQL/Access databases for secure remote work, our 
managed services are built to meet the latest IASME standards. 

Is your business ready for your next Cyber Essentials renewal? Would you like us to run a 
compliance audit on your current Microsoft 365 and networking setup to identify any 
gaps? 
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